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Horsemanship Skills Checklist – LEVEL I

Student name:________________________________________      Date Completed: ________________        

Student’s Signature:  ________________________   Instructor’s Signature: _______________________

	Skill/Knowledge Requirements
	Concept Introduced
	Skill

Progressing
	Skill

Mastered

	HORSE CARE AND HANDLING
	
	
	

	Grooming (curry, brush, mane/tail, hoof pick)
	
	
	

	Safely going around the horse
	
	
	

	Prey/Predator Relationship
	
	
	

	HORSE ANATOMY AND COLORS
	
	
	

	Mane, forelock, tail, poll, dock, withers, hoof, frog, chestnut, ergot
	
	
	

	Grey, Black, Chestnut/Sorrel, Paint vs. Pinto
	
	
	

	TACK AND EQUIPMENT
	
	
	

	Web halter, rope halter, lead rope, saddle, saddle pad, lunge line, lunge whip
	
	
	

	English vs. Western saddles
	
	
	

	Parts of  Western Saddle:  Cinch, stirrups, seat, horn 
	
	
	

	GROUND WORK/NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP
	
	
	

	Pressure/Release of Pressure
	
	
	

	Personal Space Bubble
	
	
	

	Recognizing horse’s body language:  licking/chewing, ears
	
	
	

	Leading/Stopping
	
	
	

	Leading/Sending
	
	
	

	RIDING SKILLS
	
	
	

	Mounting
	
	
	

	Dismounting
	
	
	

	Leg/Foot position
	
	
	

	Seat
	
	
	

	Eyes/Head
	
	
	

	Warm Up Stretches on lunge line
	
	
	

	Voice commands:  Walk, Trot, Whoa
	
	
	

	Walk on lunge line
	
	
	

	Halt on lunge line
	
	
	

	Transitions: whoa to walk, walk to whoa
	
	
	

	Bucking Drill
	
	
	

	Sitting trot on lunge line
	
	
	

	Reverse on lunge line
	
	
	

	GAMES ON HORSEBACK
	
	
	

	Around the World
	
	
	

	Simon Says
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Horsemanship Skills Checklist – LEVEL II
Student name:________________________________________       Date Completed: ________________            

Student’s Signature:  ________________________   Instructor’s Signature: _______________________

	Skill/Knowledge Requirements
	Concept Introduced
	Skill

Progressing
	Skill

Mastered

	HORSE CARE AND HANDLING
	
	
	

	Approaching
	
	
	

	Haltering
	
	
	

	Leading/going through gates
	
	
	

	Tying/Emergency Release Knot
	
	
	

	HORSE ANATOMY AND COLORS
	
	
	

	Shoulder, pastern, fetlock, coronet, heel, knee, hock
	
	
	

	Markings:  blaze, star, stripe, snip, coronet band, sock, stocking, dorsal stripe
	
	
	

	TACK AND EQUIPMENT
	
	
	

	English Saddles:  Hunt seat, Dressage (Saddle Seat)
	
	
	

	Parts of English Saddle:  Girth strap, stirrup leathers, stirrup irons, hand strap (Western: latigo, barrel strap, skirt)
	
	
	

	Parts of Bridle:  Brow band, nose band, throat latch, reins, bit
	
	
	

	GROUND WORK/NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP
	
	
	

	Sending from standstill
	
	
	

	Stopping on lead line; release hind quarters and face handler
	
	
	

	Sending in other direction
	
	
	

	Backing on lead line
	
	
	

	RIDING SKILLS
	
	
	

	Posting trot on lunge line (holding on)
	
	
	

	Identifying diagonal on lunge line
	
	
	

	Changing diagonal on lunge line
	
	
	

	Posting trot with no hands on lunge line
	
	
	

	Transitions: walk – sitting trot – posting trot and back down
	
	
	

	Holding Reins
	
	
	

	Turning – off lunge line  (eyes, leg, rein)
	
	
	

	Stopping with seat/reins (pressure/release)
	
	
	

	Walking on the rail; inside/outside 
	
	
	

	Reverse at a walk (off lunge line)
	
	
	

	One rein stop from a walk
	
	
	

	GAMES ON HORSEBACK
	
	
	

	Red Light/Green Light
	
	
	

	Emergency Dismount
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Horsemanship Skills Checklist – LEVEL III
Student name:________________________________________       Date Completed: ________________            

Student’s Signature:  ________________________   Instructor’s Signature: _______________________

	Skill/Knowledge Requirements
	Concept Introduced
	Skill

Progressing
	Skill

Mastered

	HORSE CARE AND HANDLING
	
	
	

	Turning out
	
	
	

	Stall cleaning/bedding
	
	
	

	Feeding/watering
	
	
	

	HORSE ANATOMY AND COLORS
	
	
	

	Forearm, elbow, flank, stifle, gaskin
	
	
	

	Colors:  Buckskin, Dun, Bay, Palomino
	
	
	

	TACK AND EQUIPMENT
	
	
	

	Types of bits:  broken vs. curb; snaffle, D-ring snaffle, Tom Thumb, kimberwick, full/half-cheek
	
	
	

	Parts of  Saddle:  Pommel, Cantle
	
	
	

	Parts of Bridle:  crown, cheeks
	
	
	

	Put saddle on/ take off
	
	
	

	GROUND WORK/NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP
	
	
	

	Bending neck to each side
	
	
	

	Use of flag
	
	
	

	Changing directions on long line
	
	
	

	Releasing hind quarters full circle
	
	
	

	RIDING SKILLS
	
	
	

	Jumping position on lunge line
	
	
	

	Over ground poles in jumping position on lunge line 
	
	
	

	Sitting trot on the rail
	
	
	

	Posting trot on the rail
	
	
	

	Transitions: walk – sitting trot – posting trot – jumping position and back down on rail
	
	
	

	Circle at sitting trot
	
	
	

	Circle at posting trot
	
	
	

	Posting trot with no stirrups
	
	
	

	Over ground poles off lunge line
	
	
	

	One rein stop from a trot
	
	
	

	Backing in straight line
	
	
	

	GAMES ON HORSEBACK
	
	
	

	4-3-2-1
	
	
	

	Boots-in-a-bucket
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Horsemanship Skills Checklist – LEVEL IV
Student name:________________________________________       Date Completed: ________________            

Student’s Signature:  ________________________   Instructor’s Signature: _______________________

	Skill/Knowledge Requirements
	Concept Introduced
	Skill

Progressing
	Skill

Mastered

	HORSE CARE AND HANDLING
	
	
	

	Putting on a blanket
	
	
	

	Hosing off your horse
	
	
	

	Worming
	
	
	

	HORSE ANATOMY AND COLORS
	
	
	

	Croup, loin (coupling), back, crest, cheek, muzzle, gullet, belly
	
	
	

	Colors:  Appaloosa, Roan, Types of Grays, Types of Chestnuts.
	
	
	

	TACK AND EQUIPMENT
	
	
	

	Types of blankets and use
	
	
	

	Cleaning tack
	
	
	

	Put bridle on/ take off
	
	
	

	GROUND WORK/NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP
	
	
	

	Bending neck to each side and releasing hindquarter
	
	
	

	Use of lunge whip
	
	
	

	Lunging – walk, trot, canter (identifying leads)
	
	
	

	RIDING SKILLS
	
	
	

	Cantering on lunge line – identifying leads
	
	
	

	Trotting off lunge line with collection
	
	
	

	Sitting trot serpentines
	
	
	

	Posting trot serpentines
	
	
	

	Posting trot figure eights
	
	
	

	Trotting on quarter line with leg yields
	
	
	

	Leg yields with serpentines on/off rail
	
	
	

	Trotting over cross-poles
	
	
	

	Cantering off lunge line – correct leads
	
	
	

	Transitions: walk – sitting trot – cantering and down
	
	
	

	Backing in half circle
	
	
	

	GAMES ON HORSEBACK
	
	
	

	Obstacle courses/patterns
	
	
	

	Relay races
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Horsemanship Skills Checklist – LEVEL V
Student name:________________________________________       Date Completed: ________________            

Student’s Signature:  ________________________   Instructor’s Signature: _______________________

	Skill/Knowledge Requirements
	Concept Introduced
	Skill

Progressing
	Skill

Mastered

	HORSE CARE AND HANDLING
	
	
	

	Clipping bridle path and whiskers
	
	
	

	Giving shots
	
	
	

	HORSE ANATOMY AND COLORS
	
	
	

	Flexor tendons, cannon bone, shank
	
	
	

	Colors:  Types of Duns, Types of Pintos
	
	
	

	TACK AND EQUIPMENT
	
	
	

	Putting on leg wraps
	
	
	

	Trailer loading
	
	
	

	GROUND WORK/NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP
	
	
	

	Changing directions on lead line while walking forward
	
	
	

	Backing in circles
	
	
	

	RIDING SKILLS
	
	
	

	Extended trot
	
	
	

	Cantering off lunge line with collection
	
	
	

	Cantering circles
	
	
	

	Simple lead changes
	
	
	

	Flying lead changes
	
	
	

	Cantering figure eights
	
	
	

	Cantering over cross-poles
	
	
	

	Transitions: walk – sitting trot – extended trot – sitting trot - cantering and down
	
	
	

	Backing in full circle
	
	
	

	GAMES ON HORSEBACK
	
	
	

	Drill team 
	
	
	

	Patterns
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